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Cognitive studies have become an important part of linguistics and many scholars today are involved in this field of research.  In linguistic science, scholars focus   on problems of cognition – different kinds of thinking processes involved in perception, problem solving, various forms of language use, learning, decision making and emotional experience. In this respect, the pervasive role of language can hardly be overrated. As a result, linguistic science has conducted investigation of methods of how to get closer to human mind and make it possible to analyze cognitive processes in a systematic way. Within this framework, the notion of ‘concept’ turned out to be a beneficial and effective one. It gives us an opportunity to perceive cognitive structure and principles of its work relying on the analysis of language elements [Lakoff, Johnson 1980: 4].

The subject of our research is the verbalized concept CHALLENGE. In order to avoid ambiguity in terminological items it should be clarified that in this particular research concept is considered a “quantum” of knowledge that arises “in the process of constructing information about objects and their properties” [Кубрякова 1997: 90]. And we run our research in order to develop understanding of this widely used notion. 

In order to interpret the meaning of a concept, we turn to the analysis of its particular linguistic expressions. We consider its nominations as tokens and analyze them within a given context. In this respect, as well as the study of the concept, another essential part of our research is discourse analysis. We may notice that discourse is a notion of a living nature – “an ongoing process of speech production situated in a given context” [Гвишиани 2019: 285], and in this respect, we study purely linguistic material in conjunction with extralinguistic factors which expend our abilities towards the studies of actual “alive” notions which are units of a higher level in contrast to the sentence. 

With regard to discourse studies, in this research we decided to narrow down the scope and turn to one of the most popular types of discourse – political discourse. Politics in all its forms penetrates the modern world around us and this is the basis for its popularity with scholars from different spheres. For a long time, political discourse analysis as a subject in linguists has concentrated on politic rhetoric. In this research, we opt for a wider definition of political discourse to include texts produced not only by political figures themselves (institutional political discourse) but also texts dedicated to politics as a social notion. In line with this approach, we focused on the mass media political discourse, which consists of texts created by journalists and disseminated through the press, television, radio, and the Internet [Чудинов 2006: 41].  Therefore, the material we are going to analyze is more varied and gives a broader representation of linguistic elements functioning within this type of register.  A large number of contexts within one type of discourse provide an opportunity to investigate the usage of the original lexeme within the target discourse, on the one hand, and discover new hidden meanings, on the other.

It follows that we focus on conducting not only linguistic analysis, but also try to identify the discursive characteristics of the language-specific representations of the concept. More particularly, we observe two levels of language: the systemic level, based on the analysis of lexicographic sources; and the level of the word’s functioning in particular discourse, based on corpora. Corpus linguistics methods are the core ones in our research. It is the corpora that give us an opportunity to explore real functioning of language elements [Гвишиани 2008: 15]. 

The objective of our research is to identify the specifics of the linguistic representation of the target concept and, as a result, to single out cognitive and functional features of the verbalized concept CHALLENGE in the English language both on the systemic and discursive levels.

The material used for the research can be divided into two parts. As for systematic and prototypical levels, we used various dictionaries of British and American English. On the discursive level, we analyzed contexts for the target period from corpora of different types. The results of the present research show the specific nature of the target concept and discover the rationale for adoption of several of its meanings in the Russian language. 
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