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Currently, the issue of ecology is extremely relevant, especially in our Republic, due to the many cases of pollution of our rivers, such as the Vilyuy River, as a result of environmental disturbances by the extractive industrial enterprises.

In the region, diamond-mining, hydropower, and gas-producing industries started working in the 1950s. ALROSA is a Russian diamond mining company with a leading position in the world in terms of diamond mining. The corporation is engaged in exploration, mining, processing, and sale of rough diamonds.
The activities of ALROSA enterprises in the Vilyuysk group of districts have suffered enormous environmental, economic and moral damage. The main danger lies in the fact that runoff with harmful emissions undermines, alter, destroying the balance of the biosphere. All this adversely affects the health and mentality of the population and can serve as a source of social and ethnic tension. 

 The last incident occurred at the end of August 2018, when the ALROSA dam (the diamond industry in the Mirny district) broke through during heavy rains, and water polluted with industrial waste from the dam hit the Irelyi, Malaya Buotoma, and Vilyuy rivers. As a result, the neighboring uluses were left without drinking water from these rivers. These are Suntar, Nyurba, Verkhnevilyuisk, and also Vilyuisk. In the Vilyui group of uluses, there are 4 districts: Suntarsky, Nyurbinsky, Verkhne-Vilyuisky, Vilyuy. Also, in the Vilyuy River basin, there are also Mirninsky and a part of Kobyai ulus. All the above uluses are washed by the river Vilyuy. The main type of economic activity is cattle breeding (cattle and horses), hunting and fishing.
In the summer, people took samples of polluted water to prove the consequences of this accident. Photos show that the water has become muddy. The ecological disaster has become a kind of social experiment for people in these regions. The population began to unite, to express their opinions in different ways. They launched a flash mob on social networks where they took selfies with the hashtag “#RekaViluy (#VilyuyRiver)”, demanding the government of Sakha to pay more attention to this matter.

In addition, the population has created a public organization that currently controls the work of the government and ALROSA to decontaminate rivers.

My supervisor and I studied the studies of 1989 and 1990 about the impact of the diamond industry on the livelihoods of the inhabitants of the Vilyuy districts. Thirty years ago, 951 residents of 5 Vilyuisky districts were surveyed. In addition, we conducted a case study on the Internet with coverage of one large Yakutia site – ykt.ru and 4 social networks Instagram (ysia.ru – 37 689, edersaas.ru – 52 290, crimyakutia – 263 000, novostiyakutii – 93 978). In addition, we reviewed the accounts of bloggers who organized a flashmob on Instagram #rekavilyuy. The total number of users of social networks is 613,427 people.

We analyzed comments to study the opinions of users of social networks on the environment caused by environmental disasters in these regions. The purpose of this work is to study the public opinion of the population in social networks on this issue.

Results:

On the website and on the social networks studied by us, 859 materials were published on the environmental disaster on the Vilyuy River. Our analysis showed that users are actively interested and concerned about the fate of the Vilyuy River. Most users leave comments expressing concern about the situation. 60% of users believe that the quality of life and health of people directly depends on the quality of water. Therefore, they have very strict requirements for ALROSA. The focus of people’s attention is on drinking water quality.

Many residents of the Vilyuy regions write in social networks that they want to move from their current areas, that is, we can expect the emergence of environmental refugees. The reason is environmentally unfavorable living conditions. Some of the population want to move to the central regions or to the city of Yakutsk. There are also comments expressing the humility of the population with the inevitable destruction of ecology.

We believe that the deterioration of the ecological condition of the territory of residence changes the type of economic activity, means of livelihood, as the population loses the ability to preserve and develop traditional types of labor activity, which, in turn, forces them to leave the traditional habitat.

An analysis of comments on social networks and in the comments on the site ykt.ru shows people's concern that the catastrophic deterioration of water quality can undermine the health of many people and continue its detrimental effect. In the social network, WhatsApp residents write that recently spread gastrointestinal, cancer, allergic diseases and diseases of the joints. Also, according to the population, the management of ALROSA should be obliged to answer for an environmental crime committed against the population of the Vilyui region, because they should have known about the possible negative consequences of the discharge of highly mineralized water into the river system. There are also comments that call to bring the company to criminal responsibility.

In addition to negative comments, there are proposals to overcome this situation: firstly, the construction of treatment facilities at all industrial enterprises that pollute the environment, secondly, the use of large penalties for heads of industrial enterprises and, thirdly, to close campaign activities.

Most users of social networks consider it necessary in the first place to conduct the construction of sewage treatment plants. This shows that the population is aimed at restoring the viability of the river, ensuring the biological interaction of man with nature.

A special group of comments consists of an interested, emotionally excited attitude to the problem of the ecology of Vilyuy. The results of the analysis of public opinion in social networks are convincing that river pollution can be detrimental to the entire complex of the local population. The traditional way of hunting and fishing, needlework, traditional ways of life can be lost. All these negative phenomena lead to the erosion of the ethnic features of the local population, to the rapid loss by the young generation of the artistic and cultural skills of their people, accumulated over centuries.

The data show that the population lacks knowledge of environmental law. We believe that in order to increase the environmental awareness of the population, the following actions should be taken:

- it is necessary with the help of social networks to organize training on environmental law;

- the government of the republic should develop a program for sorting waste, which fosters environmental activism. We, indigenous people, have a careful attitude to nature in the culture. So, such a law will greatly improve the attitude of the population to nature.

- we propose to create an account on the social network Instagram, where you could conduct live broadcasts, post useful posts, news, information and make environmental infographics. This network can be developed and covered not only the Sakha (Yakutia) Republic but also other regions of Russia and the Arctic regions of the world.

