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Life strategy is an individual biographical plan, implemented in a specific socio-cultural and
economical situation. (Dudnik, 2007). In fact, a life strategy is a universal criterion for studying
the modern Russian society structure, in which all the actions of an individual form a certain social
order. Living conditions of one individual immensely influence the biographies of the others. For
example, asocial lifestyle of parents may entail an increasing number of abandoned children. The
official statistic data shows this increase in Russia where more than 100 000 orphans1 are
registered annually since mid-90s. In the Oryol region about 675 abandoned minors have been
registered for the last 3 years. Traditionally since the Soviet time this category of children is to be
put into an orphanage, but family distribution has recently been put into practice, though the
respective law was passed in the beginning of the 20th century. The process is bound up with the
implementation of national projects, such as “Health” and “Available and omfortable Housing
for Russian Citizens”.

It is obvious, that orphans can be categorized as an established social group in the modern
Russian society. (Prisyazhnaya, 2008) This social group is heterogeneous: orphans without
parental care (social orphans, parentless orphans); orphans with health problems (disabled,
orphans suffering from severe illnesses and so on); orphans with different living conditions (foster
families orphans, inmates of children’s home and so on). Special attention should be paid to the
inmates of orphanages, because this category is subject to the highest risk of being socially
excluded due to diverse kinds of deprivation and low adaptivity to the social reality outside
children’s homes.

Considering all this information I carried out a research (2008) based on the following
hypothesis. Housing problem – getting a dwelling unit, improvement of housing conditions in
compliance with the standards of the Russian and international law - is one of the most significant
factors  of  all  that  tax  life  strategies  of  orphans.  498  personal  files  of  inmates  residing  in  4
orphanages for children in Oryol region, questionnaires for leavers and personnel (heads, social
workers, educators) of the orphanages (40 and 8 respectively), statistic data, international and
national regulations were used as the research material. The snow-ball convenience sampling was
used in questionnaires, the answers were encoded in SPSS.

The research results show that there is no clear definition either of the concept “housing” in
the Russian legislation (the most frequent term used to define it is “living space”), or of the criteria
for comfort in the light of the national project realization “Available and Comfortable Housing for
Russian Citizens”. Thereupon the process of exercising housing rights and improving a financial
status of orphans is hindered. Subsidies, as it is stipulated in various federal target programmes, for
financing the projects of providing certain categories of orphans with dwelling, do not cover the
real expenses needed for solving the housing problem of orphans.

The main reason for minors to be put into an orphanage is annulment of their biological
parents. Along with that a title to the dwelling space where their parents live or lived is secured for
the children.  That means that after having been educated an orphan have to go to the place where
his parents used to live. As a rule, officially most leavers do not have housing requirements – 92 %
(of 498 people). They belong to the group which holds a number of documents warranting a

1 In this article an orphan is an individual who became parentless in his childhood due to certain circumstances
and who has specific social guarantees, secured by the national legislation.
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housing space on the moment of graduation. The documents are issued to them by the local
administration in the child’s initial residence. Quite often these documents lack information of
specific technical and living conditions of the prospective dwelling unit. Furthermore 68% of them
(out of 92%) will have to live in the countryside from where they were taken to the orphan’s
home. On the basis of the rural housing development in Russia it should be mentioned that less
than 50% of rural dwelling units do not have sewerage and water supply (no toilets, baths or
showers).

In short, the situation described by means of questionnaires is the following. 19 men and 21
women were interviewed, the youngest subject is 17, the oldest subject is 54. 11 orphanage leavers
were  dissatisfied  both  by  the  condition  and  the  location  of  the  property  secured  for  them.  The
following key events of their lives they defined as the most urgent: “to get a dwelling” – 35; “to
find a well-paid job” – 32; “to have a sufficient education” – 30. In the list of the hardest goals to
achieve the interviewed chose: “to get a dwelling” – 25; “to get a well-paid job” – 8; “to have a
sufficient education” – 4. A lot of the former inmates think that educational issues were
sufficiently dealt with in the orphanage in contrast to the housing problems. Domineering sources
they get information about their rights from are radio, TV and the orphanage personnel. (16 and 15
subjects respectively).

The members of the staff in turn think that the housing problem is the most urgent and
complicated for orphans, and the difficulties in solving it are due to the insufficient subsiding of
the available and comfortable housing (7 subjects); incapability of orphan to deal with the
authorities such as workers of Housing and utilities administration, Social  Security and so on (2
subjects); difficult bureaucratic barriers (4 subjects); peculiarities of psychophysiology and
personality development of orphans (1 subject).

On the basis of the above-mentioned it can be surmised that solving of the housing problem
which introduces certain accumulated social negatives in life strategies of orphans is possible,
provided that an efficient legal and economical mechanism of housing and improvement of living
conditions for the mentioned social group is developed.
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